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Picture Information

Wetas are large, flightless insects which are found on the
forest floor and on tree trunks. They are most commonly
seen at night. Although primarily vegetarian, eating
mosses and various plants, wetas will also consume weta
skins and newly moulted wetas and may also feed on the
carcasses of dead birds, spiders and beetles.

Flies are prey for forest birds such as Tom tits and Black
Robins, and also the Rangatira Spider. The orange spot
which can be seen on the side of the fly is a sexual
marking which the fly uses to attract mates. This orange
dot is only found on flies in the Chatham Islands.

Red-crowned parakeets (or kakariki) are a type of long
tailed parrot. They like to eat the seeds and fruit of many
different plants such as flax bushes. As red-crowned
parakeets tend to feed in the forest edge they are at risk
from predators such as Harriers.

Forest birds such as Black Robins are at risk from
predators such as Harriers. They feed on wetas, small flies
and insects.
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Another forest bird predated by the Harrier is the

Chatham Island tomtit. Like black robins, tomtits feed on
wetas and small insects and flies.

The Rangatira spider catches its prey alive and likes to eat
small wetas and other insects.

The snipe feeds on the forest floor by probing the earth
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