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The aim of the research was to see if providing
students with detailed formative feedback and an
opportunity to resubmit their essay would improve
various aspects of their essay writing skills and
achievement.

To investigate the impact of feedback on
achievement in various criteria
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Essays are one of the principal academic
activities that encourage:

e formal e



The provision of feedback fell in the top five to ten highest
Influences on achievement in Hattie's (1999) synthesis of
over 500 meta-analyses investigating factors which led to
an increase in educational achievement.



“Feedbacks information with which a learner can
confirm, addto, overwrite tune, or restructure
Information” (winneand Butler,1994)



The provision of formative feedback and written comments is more
effective in leading to an improvement in student achievement than
providing grades (Black & William, 1998; Crooks,1988)

Usually formative feedback is provided on low stakes, non graded,
formative assessmerfor learning.

This study is unusual in that we provide formative feedback on
summative high stakes graded assessment.



* Aims toblur the boundaries between formative and
summative assessment by introducing a two stage
submission process for an essay writing assignmen

e Onthe first submission the lecturer provides
detailedformative feedbaclon a range of criteria
and records a shadow grade which is not
communicated to the student.

o After students have addressed the feedback the
assignment is resubmitted and the paper gets a
final summative grade.

* This enablea quantitative analysis of the relative
Impact and effectiveness of feedback on student
achievement against a range of criteria.



* 39 first-yar psychology students afincoln
University

* 56 %00f the participants werdemale

Age |No of
students

<20 19 48.7

25

20- 19 48.7
25
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e Students enrolled 1a






« Acomparison of the student shadow grades for the
initial submission and the final grades for the



o All of the 39 students In the study who resubmitted

their essay and addressed the feedback achieved a
higher grade.

* Eleven students who had received a grade of less
than 50% for their initial submission and who

resubmitted their essay achieved a mark of 50% or
higher for their final essay

* The mean for the final submission of the essay was
15.1% higher than that obtained for the initial
submission of the essaf.(38) =8.49p G 1 X ili
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e greatest in thepresentation category. The feedback in this
category relates to aspect of grammar, spelling and punctuation,
referencing and citation and layout which are relatively easy for
students to address

e |leastin the argument category. The feedback in this category
relates to the depth of analysis and the logical consistency,
validity and substantiation of the argument. These are higher



e | found the feedback very constructive and easy to respond to. It gave
me a clear idea of what was required to bring my essay up to
standard. | wish this process was in place for all our essays at Lincoln.

o | found the rubric a clear indicator of exactly what areas were poor,
needs further development, satisfactory, good and excellent. The
hand written comments gave me a clear overview of what was
required.

e |t was easy to respond to some aspects of the feedback because they
were small mistakes of spelling, grammar and layout. Other aspects
were more difficult because it needed a better explanation of theories
or in depth conclusion.
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This study shows thdhe provision of detailed
feedback followed by an opportunity to address it
and resubmit the assessment is a useful tool to
enable formative feedback to be provided for a
summative assessment amdilise it as an
assessmerntor learning rather than an assessmaeit
learning.

Thisprocess igparticularly useful for first year
courses to support students in making the transition
from secondary school to meeting the assessment
requirements for academic writing at university level.

Work load is high but it is worth it!
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