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• Job profiles on career websites like  
 www.careers.govt.nz 

• Job adverts/vacancy descriptions

• Industry professional bodies.

This resource is part of a set of brochures 
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What skills can 
graduates gain?  
The skills learned in studying English are 
essential to success not only in education,  
but also in a wide range of work. These skills  
can include:  

• Ability to write and read with insight, 
attention to detail, and accuracy

• Analysing social and cultural phenomena  

• Close reading and careful analysis of texts  

• The ability to write clearly, concisely, creatively 
and persuasively  

• Ability to communicate to a variety of 
audiences 

• Making and critiquing arguments  

• Research and computing skills  

• Interpretive and analytical thinking  

• Thinking critically and challenging ideas 

• Problem solving 

• Time management, planning, and 
organisation.  

What do employers look for?  

Many employers look for generic skills such 
as communication, client/customer-focus, 
bicultural competence, cultural awareness, 
teamwork and initiative. 

With technology, globalisation, and other 
drivers changing society, skills such as resilience, 
problem solving, and adaptability are important.

Skills that are likely to grow in importance 
include analytical and creative thinking, systems 
thinking, technological literacy, AI and big data.*

*World Economic Forum: www.weforum.org/
agenda/2023/05/future-of-jobs-2023-skills

How can these skills be developed?  

• Some skills are gained through studying

• Extra-curricular activities can help, such as 
getting involved in clubs, mentoring, cultural 
groups, part-time work or volunteering

• Be open to professional and personal 
development opportunities, whether it 
is undertaking work experience, overseas 
exchange, skills seminar, or joining an 
industry group.

Where have graduates 
been employed?
English graduates are found in the public and 
private sector, in non-governmental and not-for-
profit realms, and as self-employed freelancers. 

Graduates have been employed in: 

• Education 

• Government ministries, departments  
and agencies 

• Libraries 

• Communications, media, marketing, and 
journalism — broadcast and print 

• Filmmaking  

• Museums  

• Event organisation  

• Cultural development  

• Art galleries  

• Theatres  

• English language tuition  

• Community liaison  

• Customer services  

• Technology and digital services. 

Alumni work in Aotearoa New Zealand and 
around the world. 
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What jobs and activities 
might graduates do?
Graduates with this degree are employed in a 
range of jobs — see some examples below. 

Author / writer           

• Research and write stories, scripts, poems, 
instructions or plays to entertain/inform  

• Consult with a publisher or producer to 
promote and disseminate work  

Copywriter, content writer            

• Understand clients or colleagues’ objectives 

• Research the product and the market  

• Develop advertising ideas  

• Write, proofread and coordinate the 
production of work

Digital marketing executive, digital content 
analyst / advisor              

• Develop a digital communications strategy  

• Increase web traffic and social media 
engagement  

• Oversee online marketing campaigns and 
search engine optimisation  

Journalist / reporter                

• Research and gather information  

• Interview relevant people  

• 
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How was your exchange to Seattle?    

It was the perfect opportunity to enjoy and 
complete my BA in an exciting and new 
environment. Learning ideas and issues from 
new national perspectives helped open up 
my own views of the world. I left with only 
incredible memories, lifelong friends and no 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/why-uc/our-students/student-stories
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about-uc/why-uc/our-students/student-stories
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/study-support-info/study-support
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/study-support-info/study-support
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/academic-study/arts
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/study/academic-study/arts

