
What can I do with a degree in 
Philosophy?

Career planning:  
what do I need to know?
Knowledge of yourself is important for career 
decision making. Start by looking at your 
personal goals, abilities, values and interests to 
explore study and career options that are relevant 
to you. Some of these may change over time, so 
it is important to self-reflect and evaluate your 
career on an ongoing basis. 

What do employers look for?

Many employers look for generic skills such as 
communication, customer-focus, bicultural 
competence, cultural awareness and teamwork. 
With technology and globalisation changing 
the nature of society, skills such as resilience, 
problem solving and adaptability are valuable at 
work as well as in life. 

How can I develop these skills?

• Some skills are developed through your degree 

• Extra-curricular activities can help, for example 
getting involved in clubs, mentoring, cultural 
groups, part-time work or volunteering 

• 



What skills have UC 
graduates gained?
Through their Philosophy degree, graduates 
develop a valuable set of skills that are transferable 
to a range of careers. These skills include:

• Careful, rational, systematic and clear analysis

• Thinking critically, creatively and challenging 
ideas

• Logic and reasoning

• Research and computing skills

• Problem solving skills

• Interpretive and analytical thinking 

• Understanding the role of ethics 

• Effective persuasive oral and written skills.

Opportunities to apply your learning outside the 
classroom are available in this major. Undertaking 
an internship, for example, can deepen your 
skillset, awareness of others, working knowledge, 
and employability. 

Where have UC graduates 
been employed?
Philosophy graduates are employed in a wide 
variety of sectors, including for example:

• Technology companies

• Government agencies

• Healthcare

• Education and training

• Legal services

• Finance and insurance

• Manufacturing and retail sectors.

New Zealand organisations that have hired 
humanities graduates with problem solving and 
critical thinking skills include:

• Public sector bodies such as the Ministry of 
Education, the Government Communications 
Security Bureau, and the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment 

• Private organisations such as Vodafone, 
Microsoft and Kraft Heinz

• Digital technologies such as UC Arts Digital Lab

• Not-for-profit organisations such as  
Fairtrade Australia and New Zealand.

UC Philosophy graduates have landed roles in 
various universities, government organisations, a 
music company, law firms, recruitment agencies, 
technology companies, the retail trade, and private 
tutoring services. Some of these graduates have 
even set up their own business.

Internationally, Philosophy is recognised as 
excellent preparation for medical, business and law 
graduate schools. With growing business  
buy-in to concepts of global citizenship, and 
corporate social responsibility, opportunities for 
graduates with an ethics background are wide. 

AT A GLANCE
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Philosophy students 
gain the highest 
GRE scores in verbal 





UC students seeking study advice.

Te Kura Kete Aronui | School of Humanities  
and Creative Arts

The Department offers world-class expertise in 
specific areas of Philosophy as well as a broad-
based degree. A Philosophy degree is flexible, 
allowing students to pursue very different 
pathways. It also allows students majoring in 
other subjects to add Philosophy courses. 

Staff are happy to go the extra mile to help 
students so enquiries are welcome.

T: +64 3 369 3377 
E: artsdegreeadvice@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/arts/philosophy

Anyone seeking careers advice.

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers

UC offers intending and current students and 
recent graduates a wide range of services, 
including individual career guidance, seminars, 
career resources and student and graduate 
employment opportunities.

T: +64 3 364 3310 
E: careers@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/careers

Prospective students seeking study advice.

Te Rōpū Takawaenga | Student Liaison

The liaison team provide advice to future students 
who are starting their degree for the first time. 
They can assist with information on degrees, 
scholarships, accommodation, and other aspects 
of university life. We have offices in Christchurch, 
Auckland and Wellington.

Ōtautahi | Christchurch 
T: 0800 VARSITY (0800 827 748) 
E: liaison@canterbury.ac.nz

Tāmaki Makaurau | Auckland 
T: 0800 UCAUCK 
E: auckland@canterbury.ac.nz

Te Whanganui-a-Tara | Wellington 
T: 0800 VARSITY (0800 827 748) 
E: wellington@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/liaison

Read more online
Read more stories about our students’ 
university experiences online. UC alumni 
make a difference in varied ways around the 
globe. To find out where graduates are now 
visit  www.canterbury.ac.nz/getstarted/
whyuc/student-profiles   

More information
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