
What can I do with a degree in 
Linguistics?

Career planning:  
what do I need to know?
Knowledge of yourself is important for career 
decision making. Start by looking at your 
personal goals, abilities, values and interests to 
explore study and career options that are relevant 
to you. Some of these may change over time, so 
it is important to self-reflect and evaluate your 
career on an ongoing basis. 

What do employers look for?

Many employers look for generic skills such 
as communication, customer-focus, cultural 
awareness and teamwork. With technology and 
globalisation changing the nature of society, 
skills such as resilience, problem solving and 
adaptability are valuable at work as well as in life. 

How can I develop these skills?

•	 Some skills are developed through your degree 

•	 Extra-curricular activities can help, for example 

getting involved in clubs, mentoring, cultural 
groups, part-time work or volunteering 

•	 Be open to professional and personal 
development opportunities. Whether it 
is undertaking an internship, overseas 
exchange, skills seminar, or joining an industry 
group — these activities will enhance your 
employability.

What else should I know?

The career options in this brochure are examples 
only and the list is not exhaustive. Some careers 
may require further study beyond a first degree 
or additional work experience. Some pathways 
and degrees have a recommended school 
background. Find more subject details at  

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/subjects/linguistics

If this brochure does not answer your questions, 
talking to an expert such as a career consultant 
can help you to identify the next steps in your 
career decision making journey. 

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/careers

What is Linguistics?
Linguistics is the scientific study of language. 
It addresses questions relating to the structure 
of language, how and why languages differ 
and change, how humans acquire and process 
language, the relationship between language 
and society, and the systems of speech sounds 
that underlie the words and utterances that we 
speak and hear. 

For example, studying Linguistics can help us 
to understand how children can easily learn to 
speak both English and Māori, why  
New Zealanders sound different from 



What skills have UC 
graduates gained?
Through their Linguistics degree, graduates 
develop a valuable set of skills that are 
transferable to a range of careers. These  
skills include:

•	



Useful links
Te Rōpū Rapuara UC Careers  



UC students seeking study advice.

Department of Linguistics and English Language

The Department bridges the social sciences, 
humanities and natural sciences. It has close 
ties with the New Zealand Institute of Language, 
Brain and Behaviour and is a thriving international 
research hub. We offer qualifications at all levels 
and are happy to field enquiries from students. 

T:  +64 3 369 3377 
E: artsdegreeadvice@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/arts/linguistics

Anyone seeking careers advice.

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers 

UC offers intending and current students and 
recent graduates a wide range of services, 
including individual career guidance, seminars, 
career resources and student and graduate 
employment opportunities. 

T: +64 3 369 0303   
E: careers@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/careers

Prospective students seeking study advice.

Te Rōpū Takawaenga | Student Liaison

The liaison team provide advice to future students 
who are starting their degree for the first time. 
They can assist with information on degrees, 

/get-started/why-uc/student-profiles/

