


What skills have UC 
graduates gained?
Through their Biological Sciences degree, 
graduates develop a valuable set of skills that 
are transferable to a range of careers. These  
skills include: 

•	 Advanced written and oral communication

•	 Critical analysis of information 

•	 Cooperation, teamwork and leadership

•	 Numeracy and statistical analysis 

•	 Computing 

•	 Innovative thinking

•	 Ability to solve complex biological challenges.

Opportunities to apply your learning outside the 
classroom are available in this major, through 
field courses and trips. These experiences deepen 
your skillset, awareness of others, working 
knowledge and employability.  

Where have UC 
graduates been 
employed?
There are wide-ranging employment 
opportunities for biologists. Recent UC 
Biological Sciences graduates have gained  
roles in:

•	 National and regional government bodies 
eg, Department of Conservation, Ministry for 
Primary Industries, Statistics New Zealand, 
Environment Canterbury, Waikato-Tainui  
Te Kauhanganui

•	 Tertiary institutions and secondary schools

•	 Crown Research organisations eg, Plant and  
Food Research NZ, Environmental Science  
and Research (ESR), Landcare Research, Scion, 
Callaghan Innovation

•	 Biotechnology, medical technology and 
pharmaceutical companies eg, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, Applied Research Associates NZ, 
ENZTEC, Baxter Healthcare

•	 Agribusiness and food manufacturing  
eg, Landcorp, Ngāi Tahu Holdings Ltd,  
Genetic Technologies Ltd, Fonterra,  
Three Boys Brewery, Meadow Mushrooms,  
United Fisheries

•	 Consultants and engineering firms eg, 
AECOM, Boffa Miskell, Downer, EOS Ecology

•	 Not-for-profits eg, BirdLife International, 
Cancer Society of New Zealand, World  
Wildlife Fund

•	 Laboratory services eg, Eurofins NZ,  
Canterbury Southern Community Laboratories

•	 Public and private organisations around  
the world.

AT A GLANCE

$680m
of government 
funding over  
10 years for the  
11 National Science 
Challenges

50.6%

of scientific 
publications 
written by New 
Zealand scientists 
have international 
co-authors. New 
Zealand scientists 
are well connected 
internationally**

425,000km
of rivers and 
streams in 
Aotearoa  
New Zealand*

** MBIE National Statement Science Investment 2015-2025 
*  Te Papa Atawhai Department of Conservation





UC students seeking study advice.

Te Kura Pūtaiao Koiora | School of Biological 
Sciences

We offer a diverse range of courses to suit 
students’ interests and needs. As well as field 
and lab learning, our teachers and researchers 
aim to push the frontiers of knowledge and act 
as a conscience of society and we’ll challenge 
you to do the same. Come and see us to chat 
about your programme of study.

T: +64  3 369 4141 
E: scienceugadvice@canterbury.ac.nz

 www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/biology 

Anyone seeking careers advice.

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers 

UC offers intending and current students and 
recent graduates a wide range of services, 
including individual career guidance, seminars, 
career resources and student and graduate 
employment opportunities. 

T: +64 3 369 0303   
E: careers@canterbury.ac.nz

/get-started/why-uc/student-profiles/

